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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayapura

THE police have arrested two 
accused involved in a daring 
daylight robbery at a jewellery 
shop in Halasangi village in the 
district and recovered stolen 
gold, silver, firearms, live am-
munition and the motorcycle 
used in the crime, Superintend-
ent of  Police Laxman Nimbargi 
said at a press conference on 
Thursday.

He said the robbery occurred 
on January 26 at 3.30 pm at 
‘Bhoomika Jewellery’ owned 
by Maharudra Kanchagar, 
within the limits of  Zalaki po-
lice station. Two masked men, 
who had concealed their identi-
ties with black cloth and hel-
mets, arrived on a black Honda 
Unicorn motorcycle and threat-
ened the shop owner with a pis-
tol before looting valuables. 
The accused decamped with 
about 205 grams of  gold orna-
ments and one kilogram of  sil-
ver ornaments collectively val-

ued at Rs 22 lakh. While fleeing, 
they allegedly fired at people 
gathered near the shop, injur-
ing some before escaping.

Based on the complaint filed 
by the shop owner, a case was 
registered at Zalaki police sta-
tion. Considering the gravity of  
the offence, special teams were 
formed under the supervision 
of  Additional Superintendent 

of  Police Ramanagouda A. Hat-
ti to trace the culprits.

Nimbargi said the investiga-
tion teams, led by DySP Sa-
dashiv Kattimani of  Indi Sub-
division and DySP Sunil 
Kamble of  CEN police station, 
tracked the accused using tech-
nical and field intelligence 
within 20 days. The arrested 
have been identified as Hana-

mant Waghole, a dairy busi-
nessman, and Shivaraj alias 
Gaudappa Navi, a driver, both 
natives of  Sankh village in Jath 
taluk of  Maharashtra and cur-
rently residing in Pune.

During interrogation, the ac-
cused allegedly confessed to the 
crime. The police recovered the 
entire stolen property, including 
205 grams of  gold ornaments 
and one kilogram of  silver orna-
ments, along with four country-
made pistols, 26 live rounds, an 
air gun, the Honda Unicorn mo-
torcycle used for the robbery, 
and items such as masks, jack-
ets, helmets, gloves and clothing 
used during the offence.

All the seized materials have 
been taken into custody as evi-
dence. SP Nimbargi commend-
ed the investigation team for 
their swift action and profes-
sionalism in cracking the case 
within a short period and an-
nounced commendation certifi-
cates for the officers and staff  
involved. Further investigation 
is underway.

V’PURA COPS CRACK JEWELLERY SHOP ROBBERY, TWO ARRESTED
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

THE Kagwad police have dem-
onstrated swift investigative 
work by successfully cracking 
a house theft case in Ugar 
Khurd within 10 days of  regis-
tering the complaint. Two ac-
cused from the same village 
have been arrested and stolen 
valuables worth Rs 19,58,850 
have been recovered, accord-
ing to a press release issued by 
Superintendent of  Police K 
Ramarajan.

The arrested individuals have 
been identified as Yasin Nabisab 
Sutar (29) and Jamir Shaukat 
Ali Jamadar (37), both residents 
of  Ugar Khurd in Kagwad taluk.  
The police seized 143 grams 27 
ml of  gold ornaments, 858 grams 
44 ml of  silver ornaments, and a 
scooty from their possession. 
The theft was reported at 12 
noon on February 10, at the resi-
dence of  Jinnappa Shripal 

Makannavar in Ugar Khurd. 
According to the complaint, 

the incident occurred between 8 
am on February 9 and 12 noon 
on February 10. The accused al-
legedly broke the locks of  the 

house and decamped with valu-
ables, including 410 grams of  
silver, a diamond ring and 172 
grams of  gold kept in a safe. The 
total value of  the stolen proper-
ty was estimated at Rs 22,03,500.

2 held in connection with house theft case  The accused decamped with 205 grams of gold ornaments and silver valued at Rs 22L

 The Kagwad police team with recovered stolen ornaments |  EXPRESS

ED seizes `590cr 
worth financial 
assets of Winzo

FEMA VIOLATION

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @  B e n g a l u r u

THE Directorate of  Enforcement (ED), Bengaluru 
Zonal Office, has seized bank accounts, FDs, mu-
tual funds, bonds of  Winzo Pvt. Ltd and its subsidi-
ary, Zo Pvt Ltd, valued at Rs 590crore under Sec-
tion 37A of  the Foreign Exchange Management 
Act (FEMA), 1999, for contravention under Section 
4 of  FEMA, 1999. 

Winzo was into the business of  hosting Real 
Money Games (RMG)/gambling, offering more 
than 100 number games with a claimed user base 
of  about 25 crore users. Winzo has made overseas 
direct investment to its foreign subsidiaries – Win-
zo US Inc, USA and Winzo SG Pte Ltd, Singapore, 
by acquiring foreign exchange to the tune of  USD 
54,255,010 (Rs 492crore), the central agency said in 
a press release.

Winzo has been conducting real-money gaming 
operations (online gambling) by offering games 
such as Bingo 2p, Bingo Turbo, Ludo, Snakes & 
Ladders, Mines, Solitaire, Spades and Black Jack 
etc, in Brazil, Germany and the United States 
through its US-based subsidiary, Winzo US Inc, 
USA. Winzo has parked its funds abroad under the 
guise of  overseas direct investment, however, the 
entire gaming infrastructure for these overseas 
operations is shared and controlled from India. 

The foreign entities do not have any regular em-
ployees or independent establishments to carry 
out their operations. The complete management 

and control of  these 
entities, including 
day-to-day function-
ing, is exercised by 
directors and em-
ployees from India. 
Further, all account-
ing records, man-
agement of  foreign 
bank accounts and 
related financial 
functions of  the US 
and Singapore enti-
ties are handled 

from India. WinZO Singapore is earning a licens-
ing fee from call-break games by licensing it to 
WinZO India, the release stated. 

Further, ED investigation revealed that Winzo 
Pvt Ltd also incorporated 100% subsidiary in the 
USA and Singapore, which are into gambling/real 
money games, which are prohibited as per Rule 19 
(1) (b) of  the Foreign Exchange Management (Over-
seas Investment) Rules, 2022. Further, foreign sub-
sidiaries of  Winzo games are into non bonafide 
business activity (not permissible under any law 
in force in India) in contravention of  Rule 9(1) of  
the FEM (Overseas Investment) Rules, 2022. 

Online games have been banned in India by the 
Promotion and Regulation of  Online Gaming Act, 
2025 (PROG) Act, 2025 and therefore Winzo could not 
have made overseas investments or continued in-
vestments after enforcement of  online gaming ban 
in India. Winzo is holding foreign currency and for-
eign income generated abroad in bank accounts of  
its USA and Singapore subsidiaries from prohibited 
activities in contravention of  Section 4 of  FEMA, 
1999, to the extent of  Rs 590crore, the ED said.

SP Laxaman Nimbargi talking to the owner of ‘Bhoomika Jewellery’, Maharudra 
Kanchagar after recovery of stolen materials in Vijayapura on Thursday |  EXPRESS

Dr Arun takes charge as BLDE’s new VC
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ B e l a g a v i

DR ARUN C INAMDAR, a 
renowned Professor of  
Dermatology, assumed 
charge as the new Vice-
chancellor of  the prestig-
ious BLDE (Deemed-to-be 
University), Vijayapura, 
on Thursday. Dr Inamdar, 
a veteran in the field of  
Medical Education and 
Dermatology, will now 
lead the university’s aca-

demic and administrative 
affairs as VC, a move ex-
pected to accelerate the 
institution’s growth.

The handover ceremo-
ny was attended by sev-
eral dignitaries. Dr In-
amdar is a distinguished 
scholar and specialised 
in Paediatric Dermatol-
ogy with international 
recognition in the fields 
of  medical education and 
research. He has ren-
dered immense service 

as the professor and head 
of  the Department of  
Dermatology at BLDE 
University’s Shri B M Pa-
til Medical College, Hos-
pi ta l ,  and  Research 
Centre.

Driven by a profound 
passion for research, he 
has authored hundreds of  
articles published in glo-
bally acclaimed medical 
journals and continues to 
serve as a mentor to nu-
merous young doctors.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Belagavi

A grand Dhamma Confer-
ence will be held in Nipani 
on March 1 under the joint 
auspices of  Bharatiya Baud-
dha Mahasabha, Karnataka 
a n d  t h e  D r  B a b a s a h e b 
Ambedkar First Footstep 
C e n t e n a r y  C e l e b r a t i o n 
Committee. 

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Belagavi, Sudhakar 
Mane, president of  the Dr Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar Centenary 
Celebration Committee, in-
formed that renowned speak-
er and author Jagdish Mohol, 
k n o w n  f o r  h i s  b o o k 
‘Badalanara Baap Manus’, 
will address the gathering as 
the chief  speaker. 

The conference will be pre-
sided over by Manohar More, 
president of  the North Karna-
taka unit of  the Bharatiya 
Bauddha Mahasabha,  he 
said. 

He informed that eminent 
personalities who have made 
notable contributions in the 
fields of  education, social 
service, and literature will be 
f e l i c i t a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e 
conference.

Highlighting Nipani’s his-
torical importance, Mane stat-
ed that B R Ambedkar, who 
was conferred the Bharat 
Ratna, visited Nipani eight 
times to guide the people, 
making the town a significant 
centre of  the Ambedkarite 
movement. Former presidents 
of  the Bharatiya Bauddha Ma-
hasabha — B R Ambedkar, 
Yashwantrao Ambedkar, 
Meeratai  Ambedkar and 
Bhimrao Ambedkar — active-
ly propagated Dhamma in Ni-
pani. Owing to this rich lega-
cy, Nipani is regarded as a 
sacred land of  Dhamma, he 
said.

Organising the Dhamma 
Conference in this historic 
city is a matter of  pride for 
the citizens of  Nipani, he said, 
appealing to the public to par-
ticipate in large numbers and 
make the event a g rand 
success. 

District president Yamana-
ppa Gadinayak of  the Bharati-
ya Bauddha Mahasabha, along 
with Ajit Kamble, Janardan 
Mohite and others were 
present.

Grand 
Dhamma 
Conference 
in Nipani

Madikeri:  A herd of wild elephants attacked a moving 
car during the night hours on Wednesday. The incident 
was reported on Mysuru Road in Siddapura. The driver 
of the car, luckily, escaped unhurt.

THE ONLY CONSTANT  
IN THE TECHNOLOGY 
INDUSTRY IS  
CHANGE ❯ MITCHELL KAPOR


